DYNAMIC PSYCHOLOGY

If, however, the stimuli affecting the two eyes are not
such as will unite to give the perception of a single ob-
ject, we get reciprocal inhibition, or, as it is here called,
rivalry. Let a red glass be held before one eye and a
green glass before the other, and let the eyes be directed
towards a white wall. Then, according to the stimuli
affecting our eyes, we should see a wall that is red and
green at the same time and place; but such a combina-
tion as this we are unable to make. What we see is, first,
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a red wall, the green entirely disappearing, and then,
after a time, a green wall, the red disappearing; and so
on alternately. Our visual apparatus behaves in the
same way as the spinal animal stimulated at once to
right and left scratchings.

Another striking instance of the same thing is af-
forded by what are called ambiguous figures, many of
which are drawings easily suggesting solid objects, but
drawn without perspective, and equally well fitted to
represent either of two different solids. As you exam-